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Transcript of H.E. Anne Pringle’s speech on the presentation of an MBE to Dr. Barbara Day

16th July 2002
Welcome to this gathering to honour Dr Barbara Day, who for more than three decades has been a significant figure in the cultural relations between our two countries. She has played that role in a quiet, determined and effective way that has brought the friendship and respect of many in both countries.

Barbara Day began her academic career at Manchester University, with an Honours Degree in Drama, the field of her subsequent specialisation. But it was her next move, to take up a scholarship at the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague that brought her first to the then Czechoslovakia, in 1965-66.  This laid the foundations of her Doctoral Thesis at Bristol University, on “the Theatre on the Balustrade and the Small Stage Tradition in the Czech Theatre”.

Those who do not know Barbara, or Prague, might wonder at the connection with Barbara’s later career. But nothing in those days was quite what it seemed. The Theatre on the Balustrade was where Václav Havel had worked while he was still allowed to. And before Barbara had finished her Thesis, she was already deeply involved in a project that would take her well beyond the career she was developing as a teacher, stage manager and organiser of festivals. She became the Executive Director of the Jan Hus Educational Foundation in the UK.

As Barbara has so well described in her book, “The Velvet Philosophers”, the Jan Hus Foundation was the means by which a small group of dedicated people brought succour, intellectual and practical, to the beleaguered intellectuals of Prague, Brno and Bratislava. It is an honour and a pleasure to see here today so many of those who took part in that noble enterprise.

The work of the Jan Hus Foundation continued after the fall of Communism, and Barbara Day was intimately involved in that work, making her home in Prague and becoming involved in ever more projects as the opportunities widened. In recent years much of her effort has been devoted to the Prague Society for International Co-operation, of which she is Executive Director, but she has also continued her academic, dramatic and translating work, and work on exhibitions – most recently a Mucha exhibition at Obecní Dum.

Barbara Day’s contribution to freedom, learning and culture in the Czech Republic earned her in 1998 the Commemorative Medal of President Václav Havel. It is in no spirit of rivalry that Barbara Day has also been awarded a British honour, but because what she has achieved deserves honour from both countries.

It is in recognition of the valuable services rendered to cultural relations between the Czech Republic and the United Kingdom that Her Majesty the Queen has appointed you, Dr Barbara Day, to be a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire.  It is with great pleasure that, on Her Majesty's behalf, I present you with the badge of the Order.  May I congratulate you and offer you my best wishes for the future.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rytířská 18-20  110 00 Praha 1   Czech Republic  Tel/Fax: 00420-2-24 21 46 99

E-mail: info@praguesociety.org
www.praguesociety.org 
www.globalpanel.net


[image: image1.wmf]_1054646167.doc
[image: image1.png]The

Prague Society

for International Gooperation







