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MEMBER GROUPS

ARGENTINA

•Niños de la Shoa de Argentina

AUSTRALIA

•Melbourne Child Survivors of the Holocaust

•The Child Survivors of Sydney

CANADA

•Child Survivor Group of British Columbia

•Montreal Child Survivors/Hidden Children

•Toronto Child Survivors/Hidden Children

CROATIA

•Association of Child Survivors in Croatia
CZECH REPUBLIC

•Hidden Child - Praha

•Terezin Initiativa

GERMANY

•Jaldej Hashoa/Children of the Holocaust – Berlin

GREAT BRITAIN

•Child Survivor Assoc. of Great Britain

HUNGARY

•Child Survivors, Hungary

ISRAEL
•Aloumim

NETHERLANDS

•Het Ondergedoken Kind – Amsterdam

•Vereniging Joodse Oorlogs Kinderen
POLAND

•Association “Children of the Holocaust” in Poland

SLOVAKIA

•Organizacia Hidden Child Slovensko

SWEDEN

•Barn I Sverige

SWITZERLAND

•Swiss Association of Hidden Children

UKRAINE

•Kiev Organization – Holocaust Memory

UNITED STATES

•The Hidden Child Foundation/ADL, NY**

•KTA – Kindertransport Association, NY**

•Friends and Alumni of OSE-USA, VA 

•The Bay Area Hidden Children, CA

•Child Survivor of Orange County, CA

•Child Survivors of the Holocaust, LA, CA

•Yaldei Hashoah, San Francisco, CA

•The Greater Boston Child Survivor Group, MA

•Child Survivors/Chicago, IL

•The Hidden Children/Chicago, IL

•Rocky Mountain Regional Gathering of Child 

Holocaust Survivors, CO

•Holocaust Child Survivors of Connecticut

•Child Survivors/Hidden Children of Palm Beach 

  County, FL

•Child Survivors of the Holocaust of Houston, TX

•Hidden Children/Child Survivors of Michigan

•Hidden Child/Child Survivor Group of Saint Louis, MO

•Hidden Children of the Holocaust of Bergen County, NJ

•The Hidden Children of Rockland County, NY

•The Hidden Children of Westchester, NY

•Hungarian Hidden Children – New York

•Association of Holocaust Survivors from the Former

  Soviet Union – Brooklyn, NY

•Child Survivors of Holocaust, N.E.. Ohio

•Jewish Child Holocaust Survivors of the Delaware 

 Valley, Philadelphia, PA

•Association of Child Survivors in the Washington- 

 Baltimore Area

•Greater Seattle Child Survivors, WA

** and affiliated groups

Pictured above in Giessen Rosian Zerner and to her right Margarete Holzman, her rescuer. _______________________________________________________________

GERMAN/JEWISH DIALOGUE?  ONE PERSON'S JOURNEY

It has been said true reconciliation between Germans and Jews will occur only when there are no more victims or perpetrators alive. Yet for over a decade the city of Boston has hosted dialogue groups that have brought Jews and Germans together for discussions and education, showing there is a way to create bridges and even friendship. 

As far as I know, only one other US Jewish/German Dialogue group exists in California, and Boston is unique in offering three choices in the area. I joined one for personal reasons. I was trying to reconcile myself to the idea that part of my family is of German descent and re-connect myself to memories of my blocked childhood - knowing that, as a Holocaust survivor, this might be a test of fire for me. And so it was. I was shaking at the first meeting I attended, although both Germans and Jews received me cordially. 

That was three years ago. I have learned much since. I have opened my mind and heart and traveled to Berlin at the invitation of the German government for a two-week seminar on “Jewish Life in Re-Unified Germany” at the European Academy. I had previously been to 64 countries without wanting to set foot in Germany, but the Dialogue Groups, encouraged jointly by the American Jewish Committee and the German Consulate, gave me the courage to go. There was the additional incentive that I would visit one of my rescuers who lives in Giessen, Germany. I did not, however, count on an extended visit for an extra week there - I still hold the unused Frankfurt-Boston boarding pass from September 11, 2001!

The concept of the Seminar is extraordinary. At a time when “Holocaust fatigue” has set into much of world consciousness, we saw how Germany has honored, maintained and funded many of the sites connected with the Holocaust and also built new ones. The grand opening of the Jewish Museum in Berlin on September 10 and 11 was part of the ceremonies. Neither   

Continued on Page 2

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT ……………………………………………………………………………

Friends, Fellow Child Survivors,

Our last newsletter articles and my comments gave you an idea of the scope of our activities.  Our various projects have been well received, and we are involved in providing information on the Twinning project, honoring Jewish rescuers, serving as a resource for educators and students and much more.  New groups are still joining the Federation, the latest a newly formed and still growing group in Frankfurt, Germany.  We welcome Child Survivors - Deutschland to our Federation.   

Those of you on our e-mail list know of the numerous updates on world anti-Semitism and Israel, and many of you have signed petitions and letters to government leaders.  We hope you share these messages with your friends and thereby make our position known where it counts.  Occasionally I write letters in the name of the World Federation because such letters carry more weight.  You should know I never act for the Federation without prior consultation with and consideration by our international Executive Board.  We try to steer clear of political disputes.  Our statements are intended to echo the call for security for our Jewish people.  

 

The World Federation website was recently targeted by hackers and infected with a virus. I have been in touch with the Anti-Defamation League and learned many Jewish websites were similarly attacked. Our site was taken off the web and is only now being reinstalled and made less vulnerable.  Regrettably, Marika Barnett, our faithful Webmaster who originated our website, resigned recently.  If you have the skills to become our new Webmaster please let Rene Lichtman or me know.   

 

We want to bring a small number of persons from some of our East European and needy groups to Toronto.  If you or your groups can contribute financially toward that goal any amount will be much appreciated.  Also, we are still far from having reached the goal of $2500 we must reach to match the Righteous Persons Foundation grant in October.  Please---consider $10 or more.  

I know at times it may seem we are being asked to do too much, we have too much mail coming in, and there are too many demands on our time.  I feel strongly we cannot be bystanders.  Once again it is a time when we Jews are the “canaries of the mine” of the world.  Our brothers and sisters in Israel are in the line of fire daily. Each of us must do what we can to stand up for our people and against sweeping anti-Semitism, terrorism and insanity.

Our worthwhile activities demand time and attention, and we need more individuals actively involved in our work.  We need you to help and be involved.  I invite you to contact the members of the Executive and Governing Boards at the email addresses listed elsewhere in this issue of Mishpocha.  I know many have the skills we need to help us run the World Federation more effectively.  Some of our needs are: writing, editing, computer skills, fund raising, accounting and legal.  Let us hear from you now! 

  

I want the World Federation to accomplish more in serving our survivor community, in memorializing our loved ones and our rescuers, and in teaching young people and leaving our legacy.  I know we can do much more with your help.  

 

I hope to see many of you in Toronto.  

 

Stefanie
RABBI ISRAEL MILLER

Rabbi Israel Miller, President of the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, died in March, 2002 in Israel at the age of 83.  Rabbi Miller was President of the Claims Conference since 1982.  In that capacity he led the Claims Conference to negotiate with Germany for restitution on behalf of Holocaust survivors.  Prior to that he was a senior administrator of Yeshiva University in New York and held numerous other rabbinical and communal posts.  Rabbi Miller’s wife, Ruth, four children, nineteen grandchildren and three great-grandchildren survive him.

GERMAN/JEWISH DIALOGUE…continued from Page 1
Anti-Semitism nor the horrors of the past were denied. In trips, lectures or meetings with dignitaries we were made aware of what is happening today in Germany, mostly around Berlin. We learned through visits from medieval villages to extermination camps, from old cemeteries to modern memorials. In addition to the interesting lecturers who came to us at the Academy, we were greeted and hosted by mayors in several places and met many officials of the Jewish Community in Berlin. And we did not miss out on such sights as the Berlin Wall, castles or museums and were treated as honored guests. There was graciousness in this effort, and all in our group of six came home changed by this experience.

After our group left for home, I stayed behind in Germany. At restaurants, in subways -wherever I was - I looked at people who were older, wondering just what it was they did during the War. I had no problem talking to younger people. Having lost over forty relatives and remembering 

Continued on Page 3
GERMAN/JEWISH                      …continued from Page 2 my own shattered childhood, I still could not bring myself to interact with those who might have contributed to that. Fear? Lack of trust? Whatever it was, I needed to let go of it so I could be free again.

I remember that Germany is Israel's staunchest friend in a mostly hostile Europe. It is home to the world's fastest 

growing Jewish population, it gives Jews controversial 
special immigration rights and financial incentives, and it has made efforts in many ways to redeem itself from the moral abyss in which it had been sixty years ago. I must look at all the positive changes and proceed. After all, as Elie Wiesel said “Only the guilty are guilty, not their sons”.

I felt trepidation about meeting Gretchen, who was seventeen when her mother, Helene Holzman, helped me in my birth city of Kaunas, Lithuania, while she was part of a network of rescuers. A talented German painter married to a Jew, Helene lost her husband and one of their daughters to Nazi murderers, and Gretchen's and her mother’s life were also in danger because of her Jewish husband. After the Russians came, they were again in danger because of their German background, and they had to flee from Lithuania to Germany.  

Now Helene Holzman's diary “Dies Kind Soll Leben”, published in Germany last June, has received the prestigious Geschwister Scholl Prize. It is in its fourth printing and in paperback and is being translated into several languages. I am in the book as well as my mother and father, but it is my aunt and uncle who are featured. Since Margarete (my Gretchen) edited the diary together with the writer, Reinhard Kaiser, she now lectures widely and oversees the exhibits of her deceased mother, in addition to her translating business. How would we react to each other after all these years?

It did not take us long to connect to one another. Like many of you who have met your rescuers again, we reminisced, we hugged, and we cried. And then we settled into daily life as if sixty years had not passed between then and now. Gretchen knew so many details about my childhood I could not remember. I told her stories she did not know, and we treasured the moments of shared memories that belonged to us alone, that were only ours. It was difficult to leave. I had settled into her pace and into a closeness that is beyond gratitude. I called her from Frankfurt airport to say goodbye again but my plane never left. It was 9/11! I only had my passport and ticket. I had no money because my wallet had been stolen, my luggage was gone and I lived with her again until I could get a flight. She rescued me once more!

Returning to a changed USA and world I realize the dialogue groups are more important than ever. The touching expressions of sympathy and support for the USA in Germany around 9/11 showed what is possible. No matter that statistically there is now a backlash in Germany as well as in the rest of the world. No matter that neo-Nazis and prejudices are again rampant. Though history cannot be changed, there are those who are making an effort to overcome the past. 

We, as Jews, should search out such people and cultivate whatever avenues are open to us. Some say dialogue with those Germans who participate in the Boston groups is like “preaching to the choir.” In that case, I encourage more Germans and Jews to join this choir, reaching out to one another and aspiring to create a better world for all.

Rosian Zerner
________________________________________________

SHAME ON THIS DUTCH LAW
In 1944 the united Dutch resistance groups proposed a law to the Dutch government in exile in London. In short the law, which came into effect after liberation in May 1945, said that all Dutch Jewish children who were in hiding from the nazi’s should, after the war, remain with their foster parents and not be returned to their rightful Jewish parents.  Because these children were raised for months and even years by Christians and taught the Christian religion, and because it was much safer to be Christian than Jewish, they should stay with their Christian foster parents.
If a Jewish parent or parents demanded their children back they had to defend their claim to their own children before a committee.  They had to prove before a commission that they were able to raise their children properly, that they had the financial means to do so, that they had a house, and that they practiced the Jewish religion for the last six months.
Some parents got their children back after a fight lasting years.  It happened to my father and me. But if one could not meet the demands of the commission the parents were forbidden even to see their own children and, worse, their official/legal parenthood was taken away from them.  These parental rights were never returned to them. We have proof of some children who know their parents were officially denied parenthood.
Our association, “HET ONDERGEDOKEN KIND”, is starting publicity about this law that is still in effect today. We shall contact our newly elected government after this summer’s recess. We want this law repealed and give back to those parents to whom this injustice was done their parental rights.  We want this even if it is posthumous in some cases.
We demand this injustice be undone and we demand that this shameful law be cancelled officially.
Max Arpels Lezer, Chairman
Het Ondergedoken Kind

“The past is a country from which one cannot emigrate"
Michael Skakun, On Burning Ground; a Son's Memoir, St. Martin's Griffen Press (1999)

HOLOCAUSTCHILD

I am from Bulgaria, born 23 November 1941. Father was in a concentration camp and mother in a forced labour compound. Was sent here and there in different places in Bulgaria, close to the Danube River in order to follow the way, which took the Jews from Macedonia. I was lucky as were all the Bulgarian Jews who survived this horrible era. I know I lived for a while with two Bulgarian families- Bogdanovi and Kozlevi, and after mid-1943 my mother came back.

Now I am a grandfather with two beautiful grandsons- Aaron and Moris. Still I have the feeling that I should never forget what endangered my childhood and have to fight against any danger which can darken the future of any child, particularly Jewish one. I live in Sofia and we are closely connected with the Jewish community here.
 

Aron Bali
__________________________________________

Dear Aron Bali,


We would like to hear about the Jewish community in Sofia. We have an International Conference of Child Survivors and Hidden Children coming up on October 11-14, 2002, in Toronto, Canada. We would like very much to meet you and other survivors there, and your family as well. We are all one family.


Rene Lichtman - Holocaustchild@aol.com 


PRAGUE SOCIETY MARKS 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF LIDICE DESTRUCTION 

In a ceremony commemorating the 60th anniversary of the destruction of Lidice, the Prague Society for International Cooperation laid a wreath on the open plain where the town had once stood.

Professor Marc Ellenbogen, President of the Prague Society (PS) stated, “Lidice is for us a symbol of the indestructible spirit of mankind. A town was wiped from the face of the earth – its people were murdered or deported – and yet their memory lives on. The forces of evil which perpetrated this assault on civilization could only prevail because democracy, civic society, tolerance, mutual respect and basic communication between people living together in one world had broken down. These are the values that the Prague Society is striving to promote at a time where they are once more under threat.” Prof. Ellenbogen announced that in 2003 the PS will initiate a Lidice Symposium on the theme of human rights.

The wreath was laid by former Minister Pavel Bratinka, Vice-President of the PS and Vera Egermayer, co-founder and Director of the PS and Secretary of the World Federation of Jewish Child Survivors of the Holocaust. Also present were Ivan Boháček co-founder and Director of the PS and editor of Vesmír; Dr. Barbara Day MBE, Executive Director of the PS and author of The Velvet Philosophers; Thomas Dine, Member of the PS and President of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty; and Eliška Hašek Coolidge, a member of the PS and former Special Assistant to five US Presidents. Her grandfather was shot to death on 5.6.1942 in the reprisals for the assassination of  the Nazi, Reinhard Heydrich. 

It is not commonly known that the Nazis gassed eighty-two children from Lidice as part of their murderous vengeance. These children are portrayed in a life-sized sculpture standing on the site in a parkland setting. As the wreath was being laid at the foot of this sculpture, exactly sixty years to the day Lidice was razed, a group of American senior citizens came to pay their respects.  Professor Ellenbogen began reciting Kaddish, and as his voice resounded over the vast plain it was spontaneously joined by the voices of the American visitors. It turned out they were Jews and one of them, Sari Weiss of Shalom Aleichem in Philadelphia, knows and works with our own Stefanie Seltzer.

Vera Egermayer

WORLD FEDERATION OF JEWISH CHILD SURVIVORS OF THE HOLOCAUST

If you want to write to discuss an area within the World Federation, these are people to contact by email:

Holocaustchild/Twinning 

Rene Lichtman – holocaustchild@aol.com
European Affairs
Vera Egermayer – egermayer@nzconsul.cz
Max Lezer - maxal@crencon-max.demon.nl 

Henri Obstfeld - h.obstfeld@talk21.com
Group Outreach

Rudy Jacobson - emilyandrudy@earthlink.net
Meeting Coordinator 

Daisy Miller – daisy@vhf.org
Fund-Raising/Claims Conference

Stefanie Seltzer – fedjcsh@juno.com
CHILD SURVIVORS - DEUTSCHLAND

Our group was set up just recently. We have only thirteen members so far, but we expect more to join. We also have a list of some 50 people who have shown interest in our meetings. All receive our newsletter and will be invited to our next meeting, what will take place in October.  

We are all Jewish child survivors. Some of us survived in hiding here in Germany as so-called “half-Jews.” Many have been traumatized by their experience and are looking for closer ties with the Jewish community. A few are even more isolated as they are not accepted as Jewish by the “official bodies.” We try to provide a home also for these members. We understand their traumas and that enables them to talk about their problems openly.

Other members who are not child survivors but second generation include psychologists who help our members in counseling and are working with us during the meetings.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch with me should you have further questions.


Regards, 

Cilly Peiser
________________________________________________

TORONTO CONFERENCE 2002 - OCTOBER 11 - 14
REGAL CONSTELLATION HOTEL

REMINDER - if you have not already done so, please send in your registration forms as soon as possible to ensure hotel space and avoid disappointment.  The deadlines are fast approaching:
AUGUST l - Commemorative booklet - please note Gabriele Silten's fax in the US is (909) 629-9179
AUGUST 5 - Early registration fee
SEPTEMBER 4 - Hotel space and room rate guarantee
SEPTEMBER 9 - Late registration acceptance


We are expecting a large attendance and the excitement is mounting as the date gets closer when we come together for our special retreat to SHARE IN THE PAST AND CELEBRATE LIFE.

HOST COMMITTEE:
ANITA EKSTEIN - phone (905) 770-4923
e-mail: aekstein@rogers.com
EVE BERGSTEIN - phone (416) 322-0890
e-mail: ebergstein@sympatico.ca
MARILYN MAIEROVITZ - phone (416) 635-2883, extension 272
e-mail: mmaierovitz@ujafed.org
WANTED: WEBMASTER

WEBMASTER/manager/creator needed for our Internet website. It presents us, the World Federation, to the world and enables scholars, researchers, teachers, and students to learn about the Holocaust through our stories. It has been an outreach to Child Survivors all over the world,

some of whom have since joined one of our groups, attended our conferences, and found a sense of belonging. There have been more than 44,000 visitors to our website! Qualifications: Web design experience with extensive knowledge of Javascript.  Satisfaction and gratitude in lieu of salary

“TWINNING” ONE MORE TIME

You have read in these pages about the “twinning” concept being advocated by many in the World Federation, among them Rene Lichtman, Vice President of the WF. The articles in Mishpocha reached one of our readers and through her to Avital Pearlston in Toronto. Maya, Avital Pearlston’s daughter, decided she wanted her Bat Mitzvah to be dedicated to children in her family who were Holocaust victims.  Maya’s touching and poignant remarks follow below and need no further comment.

“This Bat Mitzvah is a celebration of my entering into ‘adulthood’. I realize that today's children, myself, my friends, take this sort of thing for granted. During the Second World War there were a million and a half children, who perhaps also took this for granted, but were not lucky enough to reach this stage. Rene Lichtman, vice president of the World Federation of Jewish Child Survivor of the Holocaust, decided to start a program called “twinning”.  This program has to do with the million and a half Jewish children who perished in the Holocaust.  None of these children were able to be Bar-Mitzvahed. The “twinning” program allows children who are about to be Bar/Bat Mitzvahed to share their celebration with one of these children. I decided that I would like to share my Bat Mitzvah with two of those children who perished in the 

Continued on Page 6
TWINNING ONE MORE TIME  ...continued from Page 6 Holocaust. Karolec Klingkhoffer was a cousin of my grandmother’s.  His birthday was October of 1933.  When Karolec was nine years old he was shot by the Germans along with his father. Igush Mumber was also a cousin of my grandmother’s. He was born in 1941. Unfortunately, two years later, Igush and his parents were shot by the Germans while escaping from the ghetto. I dedicate this day to them.”     

Maya Pearlston

______________

And then these notes about the Twinning program:

Just a quick note to let you know I sent your package about “Twinning” to my rabbi and the melamedet. The latter is enthusiastic about it and I am going to her class tomorrow in the temple to speak to the kids. The director of our temple school is also enthusiastic. I am giving them the book about the French children in the Holocaust and a number of web addresses that may help as well. They think it's a great idea for both the children and the adults to have the Holocaust children mentioned from the bimah and also for research ideas. Our kids must have a Bar/Bat Mitzvah “project” and this will serve for that as well. I’ll let you know what happens after I've talked to the director and the kids. But some already said they want to do this. 

I will also talk to the survivors of our own synagogue – and we have a number of 2G people. Haven't talked to the kids yet but will keep you posted. I think the whole thing is a wonderful idea. 

Gabriele S.

_______

Spoke yesterday with the senior rabbi of our congregation, the East Brunswick Jewish Center (about Twinning). He was enthusiastic and told me they are starting this, and invited us to come to the next Bar Mitzvah. He also answered my next question by saying that they are getting the names of the dead children from a database in Jerusalem. Don't know if other congregations in New Jersey are doing this also.

Walter L.

_______

Martin Goldman from the US Holocaust Memorial Museum suggested I contact you regarding the Bar Mitzvah twinning program you are starting. In Philadelphia we have no such program but would like to begin one. Please let me know if you would be willing to share any information regarding the program.
Tammy F.

_____________________________________________

FROM OUR GROUPS

Hidden Child- Slovakia, with about two hundred members country-wide, invited me to attend their annual meeting in Bratislava on 26 May in my capacity both as World Federation secretary and as vice-president of Hidden Child Praha.

A group of about eighty attended a highly animated session. The leader of the Slovak group, Peter Volko, presided over the meeting.  Greetings were read on behalf of Jana Draska, leader of the Prague group, who could not be there. The report of the secretary, Gabriela Mencerova, shows the Slovak group meets monthly with speakers, films, oral testimonies, outings, and programs designed to revive Judaism. 

A visit to Prague is currently being organized with the help of Hidden Child-Praha. During the session the Slovak group executive approved financial support for Ukrainian Jews. An album chronicling the history of the Slovak Hidden Child Group with photos, mementoes and key documents is being maintained. The Kosice sub-group reported they had organized an event called “Each one of us has a name”.  Young people between the ages of 15 and 19 read out the names of Holocaust victims from Kosice in a commemorative ceremony and thereby try to give life to those who had become just a number. 

We heard a good example of building bridges to the future by involving the third generation.  The granddaughter of one of the child survivors there had been to Auschwitz where she met students from Munich and told them about her grandmother’s experience. They said, “ask your grandmother to visit our University and tell us her story herself.” And that is what happened.  The grandmother told us proudly her granddaughter is now studying to become a Holocaust memorial guide. A representative of the US Holocaust Memorial Museum was present and asked for the donation of objects for the Museum’s collection. She had been on a similar mission in Poland.  
Local Jewish community leaders and a renowned historian told the group their ideas that are in line with our Federation thinking such as:  

- Each of us must speak up on behalf of Israel, now under siege, and so help in the media war. 

- We must preserve democracy, civil rights and common decency in our societies because their demise opens the door to the forces of evil such as the Holocaust. - We must recognize persecution begins not with putting someone in a prison camp, a ghetto, an attic or a cupboard but when you strip a person of his civil rights and, in the broadest sense, the right to assume his identity.

Continued on Page 7

FROM OUR GROUPS                …continued from Page 6
I provided information on the Toronto Conference and answered questions about the World Federation.  I felt our brothers and sisters in Slovakia value their place in the World Federation family and wish to forge even closer links with us. You will get an opportunity to meet Peter Volko in Toronto this autumn. 

Vera Egermayer

IRENA SENDLER FOLLOW-UP

In the Spring 2002 issue of Mishpocha you read about Irena Sendler, the Polish hero who was instrumental in saving about 2,500 Jewish children from the Warsaw Ghetto.  We had indicated Irena is in frail health.  Now we learn that Irena has had to move into new quarters. Bieta Ficowska, the woman whom Irena saved as a child, has taken Irena in to live with her until other arrangements can be made.

We often speak about honoring the rescuers and helping them in their old age when their needs become great.  Bieta has found a perfect way of doing this and repaying Irena for saving her life when she was in need as a child so many years ago. Perhaps Bieta’s example can inspire others who know the debt they owe the righteous gentiles who saved their lives.

_____________________________________________

HOLOCAUSTCHILD

Here are samples of correspondence to Holocaustchild or replies showing the questioners were heard. Contact Holocaustchild@aol.com if you think you can help.

***********

- For a book I am researching, I am trying to get information about a train of survivors that left the DP camp at Hillersleben (near Magdeburg) in April or May 1945. This train was originally headed for Paris, I believe, but was rerouted to Bruxelles. There was at least one riot in a German town this train of survivors passed through, possibly more. If you know anything about this train, please contact me.


Lev Raphael at levraphael@attbi.com
---------

- My daughter is doing a research paper for her college history class on the experiences of child survivors, both Jewish and non-Jewish, during WWII in Holland, and compare and contrast their wartime experiences. My mother is Dutch. She and her siblings almost died from starvation and she is happy to share her experiences for my daughter's research paper - including the disappearance and loss of Jewish families and friends in her working class neighborhood. We don't know any Jewish survivors (there weren't many in Holland - over 70% of the Jewish population, men, women and children, lost their lives - and if anyone is willing to share their story - my daughter would be most happy to correspond by email with him or her. 


Marian Thompson

------
- My father in law, Shapira Eliezer (Ervin), was transferred from Vienna, Austria on July 39, at age 12, to London, England. His parents were murdered in the Holocaust. Now he is living in Israel. He is searching for friends that were with him in London and then in Lids till 1944. We'll be glad to hear from you at hannas@tx.technion.ac.il (at work) or l_gilad1@netvision.net.il (at home).


Hanna Shapira

------

Dear Ms Shapira,
Your message has been forwarded to the Association of Jewish Refugees, in London. The "Kindertransporte" form part of their organization. I hope they may be able to help.


Henri Obstfeld
Chairman, Child Survivors Association of Great Britain
WORLD FEDERATION OF JEWISH CHILD SURVIVORS OF THE HOLOCAUST

President – Stefanie Seltzer

Vice Presidents – Daisy Miller, Rene Lichtman, Max Lezer

Secretary – Vera Egermayer

Treasurer – Alex Buckman

Mishpocha Editor – Steve Adler

Editorial Board – Henri Obstfeld, Zelda Nuss, Stefanie Seltzer

HEALING AND LOSSES

R’fuah Sh’lemah to

- Our dear friend and brother, Igor Kogan, in the hospital in Kiev, Ukraine

- Klara Vinokur, recovering from recent injuries incurred in Philadelphia

- Stefanie Seltzer, recovering from eye surgery

Condolences to

- Ilana Drukker on the loss of her sister, Hanneke Borensztajn-Tikotin

- the family of John Goldmeier

BREAKTHROUGH IN LITHUANIA

Rosian Zerner visited Vilnius, Lithuania in June to attend the premiere of an opera written by her uncle who was murdered by the Nazis. Rosian met with the head of the Jewish community of Lithuania, Dr. Simon Alperavicius, to try establishing contact with Lithuanian child survivors. The World Federation has been trying to reach this group for over a year through the combined efforts of Vera Egermayer, based in Prague, and Rosian who was born in Kovno. Rosian represents the Greater Boston Child Survivor Group on the WF Governing Board. 

Finally a breakthrough was achieved. The head of the Jewish Community confirmed there is an organized group with a leader who could become the contact person for the WF. Almost 96% of the more than 250,000 Jews in Lithuania before the War perished, the highest loss of Jewish life in any European country calculated as a percentage of the population. 

Rosian and Vera subsequently met in Prague to discuss a strategy for developing contacts in the Baltic countries.    

Vera Egermayer, Rosian Zerner
HELP THE WORLD FEDERATION

Some of you may receive honoraria as speakers about the Holocaust. Many of you would not accept payment for such an important task. You might want to consider donating that money to the World Federation, however. By doing so, you aid the WF in its work. You can also help us to qualify for financial support from the Righteous Persons Foundation. Marika Barnett recently contributed an honorarium given her to WF. It was a most generous gesture. Please send checks payable to World Federation to: 

Alex Buckman 

1759 Pierard Road

Vancouver, BC V7J 1Y5   CANADA

OUR WORLD FEDERATION CONFERENCE

October 11 – 14, 2002 – Regal Constellation Hotel, Toronto, CANADA

Co-Chairs: Anita Ekstein: aekstein@rogers.com

       Eve Bergstein: ebergstein@sympatico.ca
